




In nature, with nature

Because we’re a family company, we think in terms of generations, making sustainable operations to a natural part of 
our activities. Environmental aspects and respect for nature form the foundation for our ability to continue cultivating 
our fields in the future. 

THE NORTH OFFERS PLENTY OF SPACE FOR MORE DIVERSITY

A generous supply of untouched nature surrounding our fields is the best form 
of species protection. Take, for instance, the extensive landscapes in the state 
of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. Woodlands, bushes, the edges of the fields, 
open countrysides and bodies of water are both habitat and sanctuary for a 
whole host of animals as well as beneficial organisms that provide natural pest 
control. We have been promoting biodiversity with flower strips and flower-
ing meadows since 2009. Now it measures more than 150 hectares. We also 
maintain natural spaces and form piles of stone and dead wood to serve as a 
home to wild bees, beetles and other insects. In addition we hang birdhouses 
in trees and set up insect hotels and perches for birds of prey. With our own 
bee colonies, we not only contribute to the conservation of this species worthy 
of protection, but also benefit from their pollination of our fruit and vegetables 
such as zucchini.

DRIVING SUSTAINABILITY FORWARD TOGETHER

Protecting and preserving an intact natural environment with its biodiversity is of particular importance to us. We are 
therefore active in various working groups, such as Food for Biodiversity, and maintain partnerships, for example with 
the Biosphere Reserve Schaalsee since 2016. We work together with our retail partners and their cooperation part-
ners, such as the WWF and NABU, to promote nature conservation programmes. 
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‘Sustainability shouldn’t 
just be a word. For us as 
vegetable growers, acting 
sustainably is a matter of 
course, as an intact natural 
environment is the basis of 
our existence.’
Christine Behr  
Chief Sales Officer

Sustainable cultivation of vegetables requires an extensive landscape, without which important measures for protect-
ing nature just wouldn’t be possible. We in northern Germany are lucky to have these natural expanses and not only 
use them, but also actively help to maintain them with a whole host of measures.

WE ENSURE NATURAL HABI-
TATS AND SANCTUARIES:

 �More than 150 hectares of flower-
ing fields and strips promote  
biodiversity, including wild bees

 �Creation of deadwood piles

 ��Removal of arable land from  
production

 �Systematic planting of greenery 
edge stripes

WE CREATE PERCHES  
AND HOUSING:

 �Perches for birds of prey

 �Nest boxes for birds

 �Piles of stone

 �Beehives

 �Insect hotels, for example our 
insect hotels of 12 x 3 metres 
in Gallin (Germany) and in 
Balsapintada (Spain)

WE’RE COMMITTED TO PRO-
TECTING THE LANDSCAPE:

 �Maintenance of kettle holes  
(small bodies of water) in the  
middle of our fields in 
Mecklenburg‑Vorpommern

 �Preserve 3 hectares of amphibian 
strips along small bodies of water

 �Maintenance of 5 hectares of  
extensive grassland

Our commitment at a glance

And much more!
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Modern technology helps to conserve resources in conventional and ecological cultivation. As an important founda-
tion for responsible operations, ‘precision farming’ does not contradict the principles of organic farming, but rather is 
the only successful path to organic cultivation.

WE ARE SPREADING OUT 
FOR SUSTAINABILITY.

Thanks to our 12-metre cultivation width, we’ve man-
aged to make our cultivation more effi cient and eco-
friendly over the long term. For example, by decreasing 
the number of fi eld passes, we’ve signifi cantly reduced 
fuel consumption and thus CO2 emissions, minimised the 
area affected by soil erosion and ground pressure as well 
as the amount of fertiliser and water we use.

As a result, we also switched our organic cultivation from 
the standard 1.5-metre bed system to the 12-metre 
 cultivation width in 2016, with the same level of success.

WE PROTECT OUR PLANTS PRECISELY AND 
IN AN ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY WAY.

We use state-of-the-art technology to ensure effi cient, 
targeted and sustainable protection for our vegetable 
plants. Our SpotSprayer, for example, tackles pests and 
diseases. Using AI, it identifi es the plants and applies the 
necessary products precisely and effi ciently only to the 
plants, rather than across the entire area. 

Unwanted weeds are removed using our camera-con-
trolled hoe, saving on manpower and without the need 
for plant protection products. Across a width of 12 me-
tres and over 31 rows of plants, weeds are distinguished 
from vegetable plants and reliably hoed away between 
the plants.

Technical innovations 
for more environmental protection
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We’ve been cultivating organic vegetables in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern for over 25 years and in Lower Saxony 
since 2008. We’ve managed to continuously expand our organic cultivation from an initial 15 hectares to over 600 
hectares of vegetables today. 

ORGANIC PRODUCE NEEDS SPACE. 
THAT’S SOMETHING WE HAVE IN THE NORTH.

In addition to eco-friendly operations which keep the soil 
healthy, protect the climate and promote biodiversity, 
natural conditions and expansive areas of land with well-
balanced soils are essential for the organic cultivation of 
vegetables in particular. While synthetic chemicals are 
used to protect the plants in conventional vegetable 
cultivation, the options for organic cultivation are very 
limited, making crop rotation even more important. 
With so much land available at our locations, we can take 
advantage of extensive crop rotation and regularly switch 
between different pieces of land.

ORGANIC CROP PROTECTION – 
PURE NATURE! 

Benefi cial organisms play an important role in organic 
farming, especially when it comes to pest control. For 
instance, ladybirds eat aphids, birds eat caterpillars, and 
earthworms eat organic materials such as bacteria and 
fungi, producing valuable humus in the process. Suffi ciently 
wild areas and land surrounding the fi elds offer sanctuary 
for animals and are therefore just as important for ensur-
ing optimal biodiversity as complementary measures like 
the ones we implement in conventional cultivation. 

BEHR organic produce -
we’ve got the experience

‘In organic farming, we need helpers to deal with pests. 
We call them benefi cial organisms because they help us 
to protect the vegetables. Whenever we harvest a fi eld, 
large untouched areas surrounding our fi elds provide 
our loyal helpers with a new home.’ 
Rudolf Behr
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‘Winter cultivation in Germany would only be possible 
using hydroponics, with artifi cial light and extremely high 
energy consumption. We opted for the natural method 
and go where the sun shines, providing its vital light and 
warmth and where the plant grows in natural soil. This is 
why we are in Spain.’
Rudolf Behr

Since 1991, we have been producing ve-
getables in Balsapintada from November 
to May and now cultivate around 1,000 
hectares of vegetables. Thanks to our 
Spanish production, we can supply our 
customers with fresh vegetables all year 
round – from Germany in summer and 
from Spain in winter.

In Spain we mainly cultivate iceberg 
lettuce, mini romaine lettuce, celery, 
kohlrabi and mini-pak choi. Farming 
methods follow the same strict guidelines 
as at our production facilities in Germany.

Fresh from Spanish fields
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Sustainable - naturally in Spain as well

SUSTAINABLE – NATURAL – GOOD!

Also in Spain we cultivate our vegetables outdoors and 
exclusively in natural soil, using only the power of the 
sun. The climate in the south east of Spain is ideal and 
the soil is excellent to grow our vegetables.

The issue of water is particularly challenging in Spain. 
Besides particularly effi cient methods such as drip irriga-
tion and targeted watering of plants, we exclusively use 
sources with government approval: supply channels (fed 
with rainwater) as well as seawater desalination plants 
and boreholes. The water obtained from these three 
sources is stored in reservoirs.

Other sustainability measures, including our effi cient and
green 12-metre bed system and the preservation of 
healthy soil through conscientious crop rotation as well 
as promoting biodiversity, are mandatory policies at all of 
our locations.

BY PEOPLE – FOR PEOPLE – WITH PEOPLE!

Besides a large program of support for charitable causes
such as sponsored runs for cancer, food donations to
Caritas association campaigns or our collaboration with
the non-profi t organisations ‘Proyecto Hombre’ and
‘ONCE’, we are of course concerned to protect the
well-being of our staff as well. After all, only satisfi ed 
employees will perform well and deliver great results.

The fi eld workers at our Spanish location are currently
from Romania, Morocco, Poland, South America and
Spain. Our positive cooperation with the works council 
is an important part of achieving progress together. In 
addition to orderly accommodation and adequate pay, 
we offer job security as a clear policy to foster good 
industrial relations. In keeping with this principle, a large 
proportion of our staff are permanently employed.
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Country of origin

Germany Other countriesSpain

We cultivate vegetables outdoors year-
round: in Germany in the summer and 
in Spain in the winter months.

Our products

Mini romaine lettuce Little GemIceberg lettuce

SalaCrisp® SalaRico®
Veroma  / Treviso mix
SalaCrisp® and Radicchio Treviso

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Veroma  / Treviso mix
SalaRico®

4 55 6 7 8
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Romaine lettuce Lettuce / Butterhead lettuce

Baby spinach

Lamb’s lettuce

Babyleaf Radicchio Radicchio Treviso

Rocket, mowed Rocket, bundled

Lollo Rosso / Lollo Bionda Spinach

Butterhead lettuce hearts

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Lamb’s lettuce

Babyleaf

Lettuce / Butterhead lettuce

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Radicchio Treviso
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Country of origin

Germany Other countriesSpain

Chicory Kohlrabi Broccoli

Broccoli crowns

Pointed cabbage Red cabbage

White cabbage

Brussel sprouts

Caulifl ower
Bluccoli
small caulifl ower and small broccoli

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Bluccoli

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Brussel sprouts
4 5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Kohlrabi
2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Pointed cabbage

Flat cabbage Savoy cabbage
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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Turnips Celery
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Turnips
9 100 11 12

White radish Small white radish
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

White radish Black radish
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Fennel
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Beetroot Golden beet
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Coloured beet
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Kale
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Mini-Wok Choi® /   
Mini-Pak Choi
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Chinese leaves
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Chinese leaves
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Country of origin

Germany Other countriesSpain

Garlic, fresh
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Mix of multicoloured carrots
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Salsify
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Salsify
4 5 6

Potato Annabelle
Thin skin

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Potato Annabelle
Thin skin

ParsnipsParsley roots
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Parsnips

Leek
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Leek
1 2

Celeriac with leaves
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Celeriac
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Swedes
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Carrots, bunch Carrots
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Carrots, bunch
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Hokkaido pumpkin

Zucchini / Squash
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Halloween pumpkin
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

2

Beans
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

BEHR’S Dampfgenuss®

Single-Pack Caulifl ower

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

S Dampfgenuss® BEHR’S Dampfgenuss®

Single-Pack Broccoli

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

BEHR’S Dampfgenuss®

Single-Pack Pointed cabbage

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Butternut pumpkin
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Rhubarb
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Organic iceberg lettuce Organic mini romaine lettuce
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic rocket
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic spinach
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic kohlrabi
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic broccoli
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Country of origin

Germany Other countriesSpain

Our organic products

Our organic vegetables grown outdoors 
thrive in Germany in the summer and 
in sunny Spain in the winter. Our range 
also features selected vegetables from 
protected cultivation.
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Organic Butternut pumpkin

Organic Sombra pumpkin

Organic zucchini / squashOrganic beans

Organic spaghetti pumpkin

Organic cherry roma tomatoes Organic Hokkaido pumpkin
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic beans

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121 2 3

Organic leek

Organic zucchini / squash
yellow and green

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic zucchini / squash

Organic beetroot
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic celery
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Organic cress
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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Our locations

GERMANY
Gresse/Gallin
Hamburg
Seevetal
Rosenweide (Stelle)
Büttelborn

POLAND
Gościno

SPAIN
Balsapintada 

Germany Poland

Spain

Sales Production Sales and production
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BEHR AG is a contracted agent of Mecklenburger Ernte 
GmbH, which is recognised as a producer organisation in 
accordance with the requirements stipulated by the Eu-
ropean Union. It’s the only one in the fruit and vegetable 
sector in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. There are currently 
26 partners represented in the federal states of Mecklen-
burg-Vorpommern, Brandenburg, Saxony-Anhalt, Lower 
Saxony, Hamburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Hesse and North 
Rhine-Westphalia as well as in Spain: 22 vegetable and 
4 fruit growers.

The producer organisation’s core tasks and objectives 
are to ensure high-quality, market-oriented production 
and joint marketing of products. While some producers 
are highly specialised particularly in the fi eld of outdoor 
vegetable cultivation, the cultivation range of Mecklen-
burger Ernte is extraordinary as a whole, thus ensuring 
exceptional conditions for fulfi lling market demands in 
terms of central, regional and, in future, local supply.

One for all!

Production Quality control Sales & Marketing

PRODUCER 
ORGANISATION

Bundling, supply, planning, culti-
vation, coordination, marketing, 
national and regional pricing, 
order to contracted agents

QUALITY MANAGEMENT
AMG & LMS

PRODUCERS
Shareholders

CONTRACTED AGENTS

BEHR AG Food retail, regional 
customers, export 

BEHR Iberia S.L.U. Export, food retail

EO Mecklenburger Ernte GmbH Regional customers, food retail

Herrmann
Vermarktungsgesellschaft mbH

Food retail, regional 
customers, export

SL Schwanteland GmbH Regional customers, 
food retail

Werder Frucht GmbH Regional customers, 
food retail

TARGET CUSTOMERS
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BEHR AG
Ohlendorfer Straße 83
21220 Seevetal
Germany
Phone: +49 (0) 4185 - 79 33 20
Fax: +49 (0) 4185 - 79 33 29
verkauf@behr-ag.com
www.behr-ag.com
DE-ÖKO-034 | EU Agriculture


